






“The potential of biogas as an al-
ternative to natural gas imports is 
huge“, says Kunibert Ruhe, Head 
of Technology at EnviTec Biogas. 
“Production of biogas protects 
the environment and offers indus-
trial and agricultural systems pro-
viders attractive potential for re-
turns on investment.” The growth 
in the market has its roots in the 
target of the government to have 
up to 6 billion cubic meters of 
bio-natural gas flow through lo-
cal pipelines by 2020. According 
to calculations from the German 
Energy Agency (dena), up to 2000 
new plants must be constructed 
for this. Currently, less than 20 
plants feed processed biogas into 
the natural gas network in Ger-
many. EnviTec wants to use this 
growth potential for itself and is 
stepping on the gas: 

After less than two years build-
ing time, the largest biogas plant 
in the world is now almost com-
pletely connected to the network 
at Güstrow (Germany). With its 
thermal power of 55 Megawatt 
(MW), the NAWARO BioEner-
gy Park “Güstrow“ has ushered 
in a new era in the industrial pro-
duction of biogas. As the largest 
subcontractor, EnviTec has in-
stalled the complete biogas gen-
eration and gas processing equip-
ment. The client for the plant 
- NAWARO Engineering GmbH 

based in Leipzig - is also count-
ing on the company from Lower 
Saxony for its new gas process-
ing. “EnviTec already convinced 
us in previous projects that we 
have chosen the right partner. We 
can trust the quality and technical 
know-how of the market leader“, 
said Felix Hess, managing direc-
tor of NAWARO Engineering. 

Since start-up of the first line this 
summer, more than 4,000,000 cu-
bic meters of biogas have been fed 
into gas network of ONTRAS 
VNG Gastransport GmbH. A 
Volkswagen Passat 1.4 TSI Eco-
Fuel could drive approx. 60 mil-
lion kilometres with this volume 
of energy. That would be enough 

for the moon and back - 80 times 
over. This calculates in at 5 mil-
lion litres of petrol that have been 
saved from local production, to 
the considerable benefit of the 
environment.

Of course, EnviTec Biogas is al-
so increasingly installing small-
er gas processing plants. These 
customers profit from the know-
how gained in the large projects.  
A 4 MWel bio-natural gas plant 
is currently being installed in 
Zwickau (in the German Federal 
state of Saxony). The customer is 
the Bioenergieerzeugung Zwick-
au e.G. Five farmer‘s cooperatives 
from the region joined together 
to form the association in order to 

gain a profitable source of income 
with the production of bio energy. 
Kunibert Ruhe: “The production 
of biogas is an ideal supplement 
for farms. They receive a fixed 
monthly income and natural fer-
tiliser for their fields.”
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Success in gas processing
EnviTec profits from trend towards biogas as alternative to 
natural gas

On a 20 ha area biogas is being produced from renewable resources.

50.000 households will be provided with energy from 2010 on.


