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Congratulations to EnviTec India: 
the Joint Venture of EnviTec Bio-
gas and MPPL Renewable Energy 
Pvt. Ltd. has won the “Asian Po-
wer Award” in Gold in the “Best 
Decentralized Power Plant in 
Asia” category for the construc-
tion of biogas plants in the Indian 
region of the Punjab.

The prize is awarded once a year 
and has great economic impor-
tance in Asia. “Particularly in rural 
areas, there is often still no overall 

power supply. With biogas, we can 
help to change this and to support 
the rapid economic growth in In-
dia,” says Roel Slotman, Managing 
Director of EnviTec, India. Only 
agricultural raw materials are used 
for this. Agricultural products 
such as cereals and maize therefore 
continue to be used only for food.  
The local farmers can now deposit 
their waste at the biogas plant and 
receive in return high quality fer-
tilizer in the form of fermentation 
residue. And as additional heat is 
generated by converting biogas in-
to power, the farmers can also use 
this energy directly for cooling in 

their warehouses and therefore be 
more flexible in selling their har-
vest. EnviTec India has received 
the contract for building biogas 
plants with an electrical connec-

ted wattage of 30 megawatts. The 
company assumes all process steps 
from construction planning to 
start-up. There are plans for a to-
tal of 30 plants each with a capa-
city of one megawatt of electrical 
power. “We see this as confirmati-
on that biogas, particularly in rural 
areas is a real alternative to fossil 
fuels,” says Olaf von Lehmden, the 
Chairman of EnviTec Biogas.

More and more governments 
are waking up to the potential of 
biogas as an alternative to fossil 
energy. Its key advantages: bio-
gas is easy to store, is independent 
of weather conditions and it can 

meet both baseload and peak load 
requirements. Biogas becomes 
more and more an important part 
of the international energie mix 
through the processing of animal 
manure, renewable resources, se-

wage sludge or organic residues. 
Numerous farmers, professio-
nal investors and energy provi-
ders have opted to partner with 
industry leader EnviTec Biogas.  
To satisfy the rising demand from 
German and international custo-
mers, the company is now expan-
ding its capacities. A 1,200 sqm 
wing will be added to the appro-
ximately 2,400 sqm administrative 
building in Saerbeck in the Ger-
man state of North Rhine-West-
phalia. The new facility will house 
40 new employees in project ma-
nagement. This approximately 

EUR 1.3 million investment is 
to be completed before year-end.  
The extension of the head office in 
Lohne in the German state of Lo-

wer Saxony has already been com-
pleted, offering space for another 
40 employees working in the Own 
Plant Operation, Controlling, Ac-
counting and Service units.

Olaf von Lehmden, CEO of En-
viTec Biogas, said: “Top-notch 
project management capabilities 
are a precondition for responding 
fast and flexibly to the enormous 
demand for biogas plants. This is 
why we manage a substantial part 
of our international projects out 
of Germany.” Olaf von Lehmden 
is convinced that the expansion 
of EnviTec Biogas AG’s two loca-
tions holds excellent prospects for 
the future of the company which 
currently employs some 280 staff. 
The headcount in Lohne and Sa-
erbeck stands at 73 and 189, res-
pectively. 

Asian Power Award  
for EnviTec India

EnviTec Biogas reports  
continued growth:
Rising worldwide demand requires expansion of capacities  

Building site of the office extension in Saerbeck for 40 new employees

Decentralized power supply  
for rural areas

Expansion of production 
at Saerbeck and Lohne

Roel Slotman and Krishan Kolluru from EnviTec accept the Asian Power Award

80 new jobs in North Rhine-
Westphalia and Lower Saxony

Extension to the building in Lohne
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EnviTec Biogas is becoming mo-
re and more international. Mar-
tin Kerschbaumer is the name of 
the native Austrian who has be-
en looking after a branch in Se-
oul since the beginning of Sep-
tember. “My aim is building up 
successful business relations he-
re, efficient positioning of En-
viTec and successfully taking first 
projects into operation,” says the 
43 year old. There is in any case 
lots to do: “Here, biogas plants 

are seen as disposal instruments,” 
says Kerschbaumer. This is a  
large task full of challenges for the 
company in Lohne. Kerschbau-
mer currently still works alone 
but with excellent support from 
the Export Manager, Dennis Na-
huijsen and the entire team in the 
parent company. The political 
science and economics graduate 
is the obvious choice for taking 
care of things in far away Korea. 
After all, he has been living in 
Asia for more than 15 years and 
now lives with a Korean woman. 
This manager knows large parts 
of the continent. There were few 
trips to Europe but there may 
be more again with EnviTec.”  
He is certainly not homesick, he 

stresses. There are also the chal-
lenges that he now faces with En-
vitec Biogas, which are certainly 
much too demanding: South Ko-
rea covers 99,000 square kilome-

tres and with 49 million inhabi-
tants is densely populated. The 
agricultural land is also very li-
mited due to the many mountains; 
there is therefore too much liquid 
manure for too few argrarian fer-
tilizer surfaces. Disposal com-
panies up to now have normally 
tipped liquid manure into the sea.  
This is exactly what Kerschbau-

mer now wishes to change es-
pecially as multinational agree-
ments and national legislation 
will soon make this illegal.

“I am counting on the fact that 
not just smart business people 
but especially also the public sec-
tor will become very interested 
in biogas plants due to the dispo-
sal problem,” says Kerschaumer. 
“And large established compa-
nies will of course also have a go 
at operating biogas plants.”

Exhibitions

02. – 05. Dezember 2008
Pollutec, Lyon, FR

10. – 13. Dezember 2008
Energy INDIA, Bangalore, IN

30. January  –  
01. February 2009 
Vegetalia, Cremona, IT

16. – 18. April 2009
Renexpo, Budapest, HU

20. – 24. April  2009  
Hannovermesse, DE

13. – 15. May  2009
ICCI, Istanbul, TR

25. – 27. June  2009 
Animalia, Istanbul, TR

24. – 27. July  2009
Foire de Libramont, BE

04. September 2009
EnviTec-Fachtagung, DE

15. – 18. September 2009 
Space, Rennes, FR

08. – 14. November 2009 
Agritechnica, Hannover, DE
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A Carinthian in Asia
Martin Kerschbaumer builds up EnviTec branch in South Korea 

Kick-off in Italy
First biogas plant under construction

Martin Kerschbaumer

Seoul Branch founded 
in September

Biogas plants as a disposal 
instrument for waste manure

EnviTec Biogas is now starting 
up on the Italian market. What 
is decisive for the first successes 
in the highly competitive Italian 
biogas market are firstly the abso-
lute technological competence of 
the market leader in Europe with 
the worldwide acknowledged high 
quality and safety standards of its 
biogas plants.

A 250 kWel biogas plant that is to 
be fed with liquid manure and ag-
ricultural waste is currently under 
construction in the province of 
Cremona. Construction started in 
September this year. The biogas 
plant will be taken into operation 
as early as January 2009. A 1 MWel 
biogas plant that it is to be fed wi-

th liquid manure, fertilizer, maize 
and millet is also under construc-
tion in the province of Mantova. 
The construction work is to be 
started in November and the plant 
will be operational in April 2009.

Lars von Lehmden, Managing 
Director of EnviTec Italia is cer-
tain that EnviTec will also be de-
termining the future of the biogas 
business in Italy: “We have the 
best product on the market, it is 
absolute certain and of top quali-
ty. We are at the most important 
exhibitions and have a highly mo-
tivated team that approaches the 
customer directly.”

Encouraged by the results in other 
European countries, the number 
of biogas plants has been continu-
ally increasing in recent years par-
ticularly due to financial support 
from the State. The new feed-in 
tariff of 22 cents/kWh will take ef-
fect in mid-November according 
to the current situation in Italy. 
This means biogas plants in Italy 
have considerable growth potenti-
al and not only catch up on back-
logs from the past but also lead to 
innovative impulses.

Completion of a tank 


